Be aware, be prepared

What would you do with three feet of water (or more) in your home? You and your
family should consider evacuating outside the hazard zone until local officials and
public health authorities determine the community is safe for citizens fo return.
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% A hurricane is the most severe category of tropical cyclone. Tropical

cyclones are low-pressure systems that have thunderstorm activity and rotate
counter-clockwise.

% A tropical cyclone that has winds of 38 mph or less is called a tropical
depression.

Trepi(a‘ StOrMS are dangerous t@@ o your home or choose to evacuate

‘ ‘ Don’t wait until you see a Storm coming fo or disaster, a disaster supply kit can be use

% When the tropical cyclone’s winds reach 39-73 mph, it is called a determine your plan. Your decision timeline may be faulty and you % From June 7-15 last year, Tropical Storm Allison left enough adily accessible for safety, comfort and convenie
tropical storm. could put your family and yourself in a dangerous situation. My advice rain in‘the Housron/Gahlveston area to supply thfe water needs of old members shoulc'zl know w.here it is store.d.

% When the winds exceed 73 mph, the storm is considered to be a hurricane. is to evacuate and evacuate early. the‘ entire U. S. popu!cmon for one year, according to.NOAA. ace food, water, medical supplies and batteries as needed
The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale (see chart below) defines hurricane ’ ’ % Allison was farreaching, dumping water and destruction from e the items you need during an evacuation in an easy-to-car
strength by categories. : : : Houston to the New England states. ontainer, such as a backpack or plastic storage tub.

% A Category 1 storm is the weakest hurricane (winds 74-95 mph); a —Bill Roeh, JSC Emergency Operations Office Manager % Allison’s death toll was 47, including 22 people locally. Select the items your family will need from the suggestions in the
Category 5 hurricane is the strongest (winds greater than 155 : % Thirty Texas counties were designated as disaster areas in Emergency Supply Kit pictured below.

The category of the storm does not necessarily relate direct e damage Y - A il - e P the wake of Tropical Storm Allison. Don't use your emergency supply kit at your evacuation destination.
it will inflict. " The bﬁSl( hazards Of @ hurr|(&ne % Allison caused more than $2 billion in damages, making it the You may need it when you return to your community if utilities and

% Lower category storms (and even tropical storm% ropical Storm 8 m.oin h.az.ar (" cssocioté d. wi.th ‘tro g, {0 ' B oI most expensive tropical storm in U.S. history. grocery stores aren't available for a couple of days. Eat where
Allison) can cause substantial damage depending on what other weather b PSSSES an % Recent studies of hurricane-related deaths show that in the United you are sheltered.

especially hurricanes are storm surge, high winds, heavy rain
and flooding, as well as tornadoes.

States more people die from flooding inland than along the coast

features they inferact with, where they strike and how slowly they move.
. from any storm surge.
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= o : o ‘ A s,.torn.1 surge is a large do.rne of water :50' to 100-miles wide, % With hurricanes dropping about an inch of rain per hour, effects Flashlight o First-Aid Kit
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#+ Hurricane winds not only damage structures, but the barrage % The highest rainfall total reported from Tropical Storm Allison Poc'_(et Knife | 0¥ * First-Aid Handbook
.05 ol of debris they carry is quite dangerous to anyone unfortunate was 36.99 inches at the Port of Houston. By comparison, JSC Sa:Ilatri\l[bSupﬁ)lles ; :Towels
’ enough (or unwise enoughl) to be caught out in them. experienced relatively little flooding and almost no damage L - Blankgis
< Damaging winds begin well before the hurricane eye makes whills residences furtherinlandiwere totally destroyed. g;:rn b ' - : :'Fr’a'I;er gowels
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coast Bhormols destruction. As a hurricansimoves shoreward, and hope for the best,” this year we are especially mindful of our serious
. — tornadoes often develop on the fringes of the storm. responsibility to prepare JS.C for a major évent, understand the' possible
and buildings & These hazards can bring other consequences not directly outcomes and return our site to full operations as soon as possible.
extensive st related to the storm. For example, hurricane-related deaths and Personally, | encourage all employees to take their disaster planning
rooldd injuries are often the result of fires started by candles used when a step further than | did last year, when I only thought about what |
the electricity fails. Heart attacks and accidents frequently occur would do if a major hurricane hit this area.
during the clean-up phase. And, depending on the industrial ’ ’ -gallon trash barrel
facilities in your areq, hurricane damage might cause chemical —Joel Walker, Acting Director, Center Operations Directorate

spills that could make the disaster even worse.

4 JSC Center Status: 5

http://www.jsc.nasa.gov/pao/roundup/centerstatus/index/
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National Weather Service’s National Hurricane Center/Tropical Prediction Center:
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov




